Summer Reading for Incoming 8th Graders
Pin Oak Middle School 2008-2009

Below is the list of novels for summer reading for incoming 8™ graders. Students will read
a total of two books, Lord of the Flies and one other choice book, and complete five
reading journals for each. These journals will be collected the first week of school.

Required: Lord of the Flies by Wiliam Golding

1 The classic tale of a group of English school boys who are left stranded on an
unpopulated island, and who must confront not only the defects of their society but
the defects of their own natures

Students may choose one of the following books in addition to reading Lord of the Flies.

Choice: Zen and the Art of Faking It by Jordan Sonnenblick

When eighth-grader San Lee moves to a new town and a new school for the
umpteenth time, he doesn't try fo make new friends or be a loner or play cool.
Instead he sits back and devises a plan to be totally different. When he accidentally
answers too many questions in World History on Zen (only because he just had
Ancient Religions two schools ago) all heads turn and San has his answer: he's a Zen
Master. And just when he thinks everyone (including the cute girl he can't stop
thinking about) is on to him, everyone believes him . . . in a major Zen way.

Choice: Skeleton Creek: Book One by Patrick Carman

Strange things are happening in Skeleton Creek . . . and Ryan and Sarah are trying
to get to the heart of it.  But after an eerie accident leaves Ryan housebound and
forbidden to see Sarah, their investigation takes two tracks: Ryan records everything
in his journal, while Sarah uses her videocam to search things out. . .and then emaiil
the clips for Ryan to see.

In a new, groundbreaking format, the story is broken into two parts -- Ryan's text in
the book, and Sarah's videos on a special website, with links and passwords given
throughout the book.

Choice: Weedflower by Cynthia Kadohata

Setin America immediately before the attack on Pearl Harbor, this insightful novel by the
Newbery-winning author of Kira-Kira traces the experiences of a Japanese-American girl and
her family. Sixth-grader Sumiko, the only Asian student in her class, has always felt like an
outcast. The girl's feelings of isolation turn to fear after the United States declares war on
Japan. First, government officials take away Sumiko's uncle and grandfather. Then her aunt
must sell their California flower farm; they are transported to a makeshift camp and later fo a
Native-American reservation in Poston, Ariz. Living like a prisoner in the desert, Sumiko nearly
succumbs to what her grandfather termed "ultimate boredom" ("that mean close to lose
mind," he explains). But Sumiko finds hope and a form of salvation as a beautiful garden she

8 creates and a friendship with a Natfive American boy, Frank, both begin to blossom. The
contrast between the Native Americans' plight and that of the inferned may enlighten many
readers ('They take our land and put you on it. They give you electricity," snaps Frank). Kadohata
clearly and eloguently conveys her heroine's mixture of shame, anger and courage. Readers will
be inspired by Sumiko's determination to survive and flourish in a harsh, unjust environment. Ages
11-up. (Apr.) Copyright 2006 Reed Business Information.
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