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STAFF: 

People donõt seem to understand that many 

animals are endangered and face extinction. 

Maybe they are so busy with their daily lives 

that they canõt or donõt want to see what is 

happening to our planet. Once a plant, animal 

or insect is extinct, it is gone forever. The 

question we should probably ask ourselves is 

whether we are protectors of our planet and 

its life or its destroyers. If we destroy our 

planet, we destroy our home and our future. 

The biggest single reasons for extinction is 

loss of habitat. Plants, animals, fish and in-

sects need a special kind of home. Nature, if 

left alone, provides this home. Deforestation 

is one of the main reasons for loss of habitat. 

Many of us think that if a forest is cut down 

and trees replanted, it will be a forest again 

in 20 or so years. This is not so. It takes hun-

dreds of years for a forest to grow back with 

all its diversity. Neat rows of trees are not a 

forest, just a tree farm. Less than half of the 

rainforests remain and within our lifetime, 

they will almost all be gone if we donõt do 

something about it.  As for the animals, they 

donõt have any other place to live.  

 So why are we destroying the 

worldõs habitats? Its quite simple really. 

There are too many of us and we want the 

world to be comfortable for us. Few people 

think far into the future. It  obvious to me 

that the worldõs governments certainly do 

not. The worldõs wildlife cannot protect itself 

from us. Only we can protect the wildlife.   

 Another reason that animals die is 

because of poachers. Poachers are hunters 

that hunt illegally, so they can make money 

quickly and occasionally for food. For exam-

ple, people in Japan hunt whales against inter-

national treaties, calling it òresearch.ó For 

more information on illegal whale hunting, 

tune into WHALE WARS on ANIMAL 

PLANET on Fridays at 9 pm. Another exam-

ple is when poachers hunt protected animals 

such elephants or gorillas for tourist curios. 

For gorillas, they use the gorillas hands or 

feet for ash trays. This is very upsetting. 

Poachers also kill elephants for their tusks. 

The tusks are ivory, which is very expensive 

and is carved into jewelry and knife handles. 

Donõt buy anything made of ivory.  

 Even though our country and many 

countries have many good laws protecting 

species, the laws are not enforced. A law 

which is not enforced or carries no punish-

ment is a waste of time.  For as many good 

people as there are in the world, and there 

are a lot (just look around this school), there 

are too many who just donõt care or donõt 

think. Deforestation, poaching, pollution, loss 

of habitat, traditional Asian medicine using 

animal parts are all causes of loss of the wild-

life in our world.   

 Remember that when you put too 

many rats in a cage, they will eat everything 

up and kill each other. Put too many ele-

phants in a game park, they will eat up and 

destroy their own habitat, eventually staving 

themselves and the other species to death. 

Are we no better than lesser animals? 

  



Dear Sally, 

My parents grounded me because of my grades. I am really upset be-
cause of this. My parents are being real mean about it. I canõt help that 

I have bad grades. What can I do? 

 

Sincerely, 

Upset 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Upset, 

 The same thing happened to me in 6th grade. You could 
really think about going to tutorials. That system helps a lot! You 
shouldn't be upset that your parents grounded you. They just want 
you to have a good life and excellent grades! Next time you should be 
happy that your parents are watching out for you. They just want 
whatõs best for you. You should definitely go to tutorials.  So do that 

and you shall get good grades and your parents will stay off your case!!  

 

Your friend, 

 Sally 

 

 

She Shows Shoes by Briana Rivera  

Sallyõs  Advice 
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SHOES, SHOES, SHOES! Pin Oak students have 

been rocking the latest style. We conducted a survey 

to find out which shoes Pin 

Oak students enjoy wearing. 

Our survey gave students 

the following popular choic-

es:  

¶ Nikes 

¶ Jordans  Nike 

¶ Spearys    Vans 

¶ Converses 

¶ Vans 

¶ Pumas 

¶ Adidas 

Guys preferred Jordanõs and the least liked were 

Adidas. For girls, there was a tie between Con-

verseõs and Spearys. The least like for both genders 

were Adidas and Pumas. To our shock we thought 

that vans were going to be the most liked by both 

girls and boys but Jordans were the most liked by 

both.     Jordans 

 

Converse 
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Everyone knows that the sun has lots and lots of energy. Hey, without it, we would not be here. But what would 

happen if we could harvest the energy to meet our energy needs?  So far, solar energy only supplies a small amount of our 

energy needs, but this amount is growing every day. The great thing about solar energy is that it the only affordable energy 

supply which is available for personal use. The technology is out there. Other forms of energy supply require millions of dol-

lars in investment so we all basically just tap into the electric grid and pay energy providers for electricity. The worst part of 

this is that we actually pay businesses who buy up the electricity from providers and then mark up the price to us!   Solar 

energy can change this arrangement but it requires some investment in money at first, and a lot of know how. You will need 

to learn the basics and have lots of patience. 

 People have used the solar energy to heat water for thousands of years by simply leaving things out in the sun. This 

once took a lot time. But that was then, and this is now. 30% of a typical homeõs energy consumption is used to heat water 

for bathing, laundry, and cleaning. By installing solar energy panels into their homes, they can save money by shaving off kilo-

watts-hours per month and reducing pollution at the same time: a double decker win! If 

we install the panels to our houses, they will also look cooler! Thatõs adding to the cool-

ness factor! You can even make a solar water heater yourself out of an old water heater. 

Just take off the outside cover and insulation, paint it black and hook it up outside, ex-

posed to the sun, to the water line leading to the hot water heater. That way, in the after-

noons and evenings, hot water will fill the hot water heater, which will require less energy 

to stay hot.  

A solar roof panel may cost a lot of money initially but it will pay itself off eventu-

ally. What a solar panel does is basically turning the sunlight into useable energy. The solar 

panels then distribute the energy around your house so that you can use it for lamps, 

computer, and other things that require electricity. These days, however, solar lights are 

available cheaply, for attractive yard lights and you can even get gate openers and many 

other solar powered devices for around the house and yard. This list is growing every day 

and the technology continues to improve. We expect that many hybrid cars will start put-

ting some kind of solar panel on the roof or elsewhere on the car to help charge up the battery systems. This is extremely 

exciting, to live in times where technology is advancing so quickly. Its up to us young people, though, to push this new tech-

nology. Many older people donõt like change and they run the big companies.  If we want change, we have to make that 

change ourselves and create a demand for it.  

                Solar Energy  by: Elias Umana and Nicolas Monzon  

  

Many kids these days hate reading books. That is sad because they do not know what they are missing. At Pin Oak, 

many kids love reading. But, what would happen if books werenõt created? We wouldnõt have anyoneõs imagination 

written down and we wouldnõt be able to learn much from others. Reading about other peopleõs lives is often a 

good source of motivation to get your own life in order and stop feeling sorry about yourself. If we lost this, many 

of us would have a problem getting motivated.  We also would not have the great ideas that shaped the lies of eve-

ryone in the world. Take the Declaration of Independence. If we didnõt have that important piece of literature, we 

wouldnõt have been able to inspire many of our forefathers to rise against Great Britain and continue inspiring new 

generations of people to fight for their human rights and democracy.        

 Literature has always played an important role in the world. If books werenõt made, we wouldnõt be able to 

tell our own stories or read about others. History would be nothing but stories handed down by word of mouth, 

like in the old days, with no reliability at all. Many authors use autobiographies to explain how they lived their lives 

and how they experienced the difficulties. If books werenõt created, many people wouldnõt have had inspiration to 

stand up against what is right or wrong. I could go on and on but I am sure you get the point. To me, books are a 

necessary part of our life. Without them, we would be little more than cavemen. You can always tell kids that read 

from kids that donõt read. Kids that read are almost always successful in school and in life.   It is very difficult to be 

successful without reading. If you want to be the best you can be, READ, READ, READ. 

                                           What ifé  by Elias Umana  
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New Moon By: Briana Rivera and Paige Lockhart  

Homecoming week By: Daniela Olvera  

 Twilight, New 

Moon, Eclipse, Breaking 

Dawn. The Twilight phenom-

enon has swept the nation, 

swelling when the movie first 

made its debut. Theatres 

were packed, tickets sold 

out, and kids left school early 

to secure a seat. The mid-

night premiere was on eve-

ryoneõs mind, though few 

people got to experience the 

excitement of the first show-

ing. Similar events are soon 

to occur upon New Moonõs 

release. The movie has been 

greatly anticipated since 

Twilightõs has come out in 

theaters. New Moon will be 

coming out on November 
20th. Taylor Lautner will be 

staring in New Moon, when Edward (Rob Pattinson) leaves Bella 

(Kristen Stewart). Bella seeks advice and comfort from Jacob (Taylor 

Lautner), her best friend and things get complicated when she finds 

herself developing feelings for him. Many people predict this movie will 

be a BIG HIT, especially considering the drama behind the scenes. 

  Chargers homecoming week was really exciting. 

This year we had five different themes. On Monday we 

had jersey day. Jersey day was when we got to wear the 

jerseys of our favorite teams. This was the most enjoyed 

theme by the boys.   

 On Tuesday it was twin day. Twin day was when 

we got to dress like each other so that we looked like 

twins. There werenõt just twins there were triplets, quad-

ruplets, and quints. It was a lot of fun and some of the 

teachers also dressed as twins.  

 The following day was our blue out for us to dress 

in Charger blue.  The blue out led to the homecoming pep 

rally, always the loudest, most fun event of the year. Just 

about the whole school was there. The pep rally had per-

formances by many of the schoolõs programs such as ad-

vance dance, break dance, band, and the cheerleaders.   

After the pep rally it was the game Pin Oak versus Per-

shing. The Pershing Pandas defeated our Chargers, who 

tried their best. Even though we lost the game, the cele-

bration continued with much spirit still left in us.  

 On Thursday we had tacky day. There was much 

òtackinessó that day. The last theme was retro day on Fri-

day. We saw many students and teachers looking òretroó. 

It was so much fun and made so many of us laugh. Thanks 

to the teachers who joined in the fun! That afternoon the 

celebration ended with the Homecoming Dance. The 

dance was really fun and full of people. There were a lot of 

Pin Oak students that attended, making it the most attend-

ed student event ever held at this school, until next year 

that is.... It was really òcrunkó with every one dancing. We 

even caught some teachers enjoying the fun. This yearõs 

homecoming was really fun we hope that next year itõs 

even more fun.  

 

 


